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Synopsis

A gripping work of reportage that, for the first time, tells the story of "Chucky" Taylor, a young
American who lost his soul in Liberia, the country where his African father was a ruthless warlord
and dictator. Chucky Taylor was in many ways an average American kid: Growing up in Florida, he
had friends, a high school sweetheart, and some brushes with the law. But then, in 1992, at age 15,
he traveled to Liberia to meet his estranged father Charles Taylor - the warlord and future president
of Liberia. Adrift in a strange, underdeveloped country, Chucky became the commander of the
infamous Anti-Terrorist Unit, aka "Demon Forces". Suddenly powerful amidst the lawlessness of his
father’s rule, any semblance of morality vanished: The savagery and pointlessness of his crimes
shocked even his brutal father. Fleeing Liberia as his father's government fell, Chucky was caught
sneaking into the United States and became the first American convicted of the war crime of torture.
Now, Johnny Dwyer’s deeply researched audiobook tells not just the riveting story of Chucky Taylor
and his family, but also of Liberia, a nation which only recently has found reason to hope for the

future.
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Customer Reviews

| was in Monrovia from March 1998-Dec 1999. | was engaged in the business sector and some
aspects of civil society through private enterprise humanitarian initiatives to facilitate coming out of
war. | knew and met face to face with Charles Taylor. | only knew about Chucky _ never saw him.
Chucky’s story horrified me and deeply saddened me. We must accept and act on the problematic

of being a Father. Fathers’ Day is coming again in its commercial way.The book filled my info gaps,



but underlined the consequences of fathers too long absent and sons nonetheless seeking to gain
fatherly love and direction. Charles failed Chucky.Good story that goes beyond the Liberia story, if

you care.

This is one of the few historical/bio books I've read nonstop. | have firsthand account of many of the
stories the author wrote about, and his explanation and descriptions are historically detailed and

very accurate. | felt as if | was reliving a past. Thanks, Mr. Dwyer.

Superb and well researched. | like that the author does not attempt to fictionalize or speculate wildly
where he lacks material, but presents his material as is. And this extraordinary story of an inner city
American youth thrust into a role as a Liberian warlord thanks to his extraordinary lineage is quite

fantastical on its own without any need for sensationalization. | really enjoyed this.

It's an engrossing story of Liberia using the subordinate story of Pres. Charles Taylor’s son, in my
opinion,as a hook to sell the book. The recent history of Liberia is depressing, but essential reading.
This telling their story is tightly written and well, seemingly, accurately stated. Recent events in
Liberia indicate that this basket case of a nation is no closer to true independence than it was under
Taylor and his brutal son.Before you contribute one penny in charitable aid or shed one more tear

for Liberia, please read this book.

A very engaging book. Should be a text book for Poly Sci Majors. Good for a mature High School
History Class. | enjoyed the book, very detailed and you had to pay attention while reading if you

wanted to understand the complexity of this family.

This book was well researched and documented. One of the major actors with Chuckie, a fellow by
the name of Samuel T. Nimely is still roaming the streets of Monrovia, acting macho. He needs to

be tried for crones against humanity.

This is a well researched and detailed account of Charles Taylor and his son Chucky and their

exploits in Liberia. Both are doing life in prison thank God.

This is everything | look for in a non-fiction book. I've learned so much about Liberia and what goes

on there. It was so well-written | couldn’t put it down.
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